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describe the convention of independents of this
year. It added to its platform on motion of
Q-eneral Weaver a resolution for the election of
United States Senators by direct vote of the
people. ' 'And until we can properly amend the
constitution in this behalf, we favor the nomi-
nation of United States senators in the State
conventions, pledging in the same resolution all
Representatives elected by our party to vote for
the nominee at the meeting of the Legislature.''

General "Weaver also addressed the conven-
tion, although a Republican newspaper claimed
that he declined to serve on the platform com-
mittee because his close identification with such
a convention would injure his standing with
the Democrats in the seventh district. Such a
statement hardly seems worthy of much con-
sideration, for within two weeks of the meeting
of the convention he declined a unanimous nom-
ination for Congress by the Democrats of that
district. He gave Ms reasons fully for refusing
to accept in a letter written August 28, 1890.241

With characteristic frankness he wrote:
" Feeling at all times a warm sympathy for the
great industrial movement now shaking the re-
public from center to circumference, I advised
members of the alliance and other labor organ-
izations to hold a conference in the district con-
cerning congressional matters. Such a con-
ference was held. . . . Friends attending the